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had received a free pass to enable him to come to Vienna by aeroplane
was turned back when he was actually over Austrian territory. One
of his companions, Erbprinz Josias zu Waldeck-Pyrmont, an official
of the German Foreign Office, continued on his way to Vienna, and
on the night of the llth-12th January he was present at a meeting in
the house of Herr Frauenfeld (a Viennese Nazi leader who at Christ-
mas had been released on parole from a concentration camp) which
was broken up by the police. Among the other persons present at
this meeting was Count Alberti, the leader of the Lower Austrian
Heimwehr. The discovery that Count Alberti was in touch with the
Nazis, and his arrest on that account, caused a considerable sensation.
Prince Waldeck, who was found to be in possession of a duplicated
copy of the pass given to Herr Habicht, was conducted by police
officials to the German Legation, and returned to Germany on the
12th January. The explanation that Prince Waldeck's visit to Herr
Prauenfeld was of a private nature was rejected by the Austrian
authorities, who declared themselves convinced by this incident that
attempts to come to an understanding with the German Government
were mere waste of time so long as the Nazis were permitted to
continue their campaign to overthrow the Austrian Government.

The announcement that the police had found a number of promi-
nent persons in consultation at the house of a Nazi leader gave rise
to rumours that a dangerous conspiracy had been discovered. During
the first ten days of January outrages had been reported at the average
rate of twenty a day. They were not generally of a serious nature
and were not accompanied by any loss of life, but the Government
seem to have feared that the first anniversary of Herr Hitler's
assumption of office on the 30th January, 1934, might be the occa-
sion for an attempt at a Putsch, to which the new outbreak of violence
was merely the prelude. Accordingly, the Government ordered addi-
tional measures of defence, and on the llth January, 1934, Major
Fey was appointed to the supreme control of all the executive forces
in order to co-ordinate measures for dealing with outrages and
disturbances. The Government decided at the same time to address
another protest to the German Government on the subject of German
support of the Austrian Nazis and to accompany their protest by a
warning that if the German response was not considered satisfactory
the Austrian Government would feel obliged to bring the matter
before the League of Nations.

On the 17th January the Austrian Minister in Berlin made a verbal
protest in which the Austrian Government's grounds of complaint
against the German Government were recapitulated. The undoubted